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National Trends

• National trends
– Competency based education

– Clinical Skills
• Observed and assessed

– Integration of basic and clinical sciences

– Longitudinal Integrated Curriculum

– Simulation

– “Hot Topics”
• Diversity, cultural competency, public health, geriatrics and 

many others

– Greater LCME oversight
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Neurology 
4 weeks (5)

Acting Internship
4 weeks

Electives 
24 weeks

Basic Science 
Selective 4 weeks

Internal Medicine
12 weeks (10)

Surgery 
12 weeks (10)

Clinical Decision Making

Immunity & Infection
12 ½ weeks

Organ Systems 
20 weeks

Flex 8 weeks

Cellular and Molecular Biology

11 weeks

Clinical Decision Making

Pediatrics 6 weeks (5)
Ob/Gyn 6 weeks(5)

Psychiatry 6 weeks(5)
Family Med. 6 wks(5)

Human Structure/Development

14 ½ weeks

Neuroscience and Behavior 

9 weeks

Integrative Pathophysiology (Problem based clinical cases)

Integrative Pathophysiology (Problem based clinical cases)  

The University of Toledo College of Medicine 4 year curriculum

Elective (4 weeks)

Bridge to Clerkship (one week)



Clerkship 

• Goals and Objectives

• Institutional

– Educational Program Objectives (EPOs)

• Discipline Specific

– Educational Course Objectives (ECOs)
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Clerkship

• Required Clerkships

– Internal Medicine

– Surgery

– Pediatrics

– Family Medicine

– Obstetrics and Gynecology

– Psychiatry

– Neurology
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Bridge to Clerkship

Informational Sessions

• Introduction to Clinical Rotations

• Clinical skills review

• Procedural and regulatory issues

• Cognitive and Non- cognitive 
skills

• Health Care Delivery Teams

Breakout sessions

• Clinical Presentations

• Documentation and note writing 
workshop

• Admission , order and 
prescription writing

• Team Leadership

• Procedural skills

• Laboratory Diagnostic workshop

• Radiology Workshop

• Physician Patient Relationship
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Courtesy Dr. Smith and Ramsey Williams

UNDERGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION



Clerkship

• Clerkship Processes 

– Orientation

– Clinical Experience

– Didactics

– Standardized Patients

– Objective Structured Clinical Exercise (OSCE)

– Informal teaching
• Bedside

• “Mini-lectures”

– Assigned Duty Hours
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Role of the Clerkship Director

• Recommended qualifications of a clerkship 
director:
– Experience in didactic and/or clinical teaching 

of medical students 

– Knowledge of the institution’s pre-clinical and 
clinical curriculum 

– Good communication skills and interpersonal 
relationships 

– Flexibility/adaptability 

– Research interests in education 
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Role of the Clerkship Director

• Curriculum Design and Implementation
• Collaborate with the Dean and Clerkships
• Orientation of  students
• Develop a teaching schedule
• Develop a clinical schedule
• Teach residents and faculty on how to teach
• Evaluate and grade students
• Coordinate with Office of Medical Education for 

compliance with accreditation standards
• Mentor and Advisor
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Role of Clerkship Coordinator

• Staff

• Akin to Residency Program Coordinator

• Highly skilled professional with expertise 
and interest in medical education

• Coordinates schedules and liaisons with CD

• Collects data and provides information
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Clinical Skills Education

Explicit Developmental Approach

Basic

Clerkship

Advanced

UNDERGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION



Role of MS III

• Learn a set of clinical skills

– History

– Examination

– Knowledge and concepts of medical disorders

– Procedural skills

• Provide exceptional medical care

• Contribute to patient management

• Learn concepts of EBM and life long 
learning
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Student Responsibilities

• Be part of the health care delivery team

• Fulfill all educational requirements

– Write-ups

– History and Physical Examination

– Presentation of information

– Procedural skills

– Maintain patient logs

– Attend lectures and other required sessions
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MS IV

• Electives

• Acting Internship

– Expected to write notes and orders

– Perform procedures under close supervision

– Be able to function independently (still 
requires supervision)
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Expectations

• Professionalism

– Respect 

• Attendance

• Dress

• Team

• Confidentiality

– Self directed learning

– Recognize limitations
– http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/academic/college_of_medicine/index.html
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Feedback

• Summative 

• Formative

– Meant to improve performance

– Given during rotation both formally and 
informally

– Constructive

– Provides insight (perhaps)

– In person, in writing or electronically
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Student Evaluation

• Required Clerkships

– NBME 40%

– Clinical Performance 40%

– Departmental Educational Programs 20%
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Clerkship Evaluation

• Standardized Written Examination
– NBME

• Departmental Educational Program 
Evaluation
– OSCE

– SP

– Assignments

– Examination

• Clinical Competency Evaluation
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Grading Policy

• Honors 88 or >

• High Pass 87-75

• Pass 74-40
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Clinical Evaluation

• History taking skills

• Physical examination

• Diagnostic reasoning

• Clinical assessment

• Therapeutic planning

• Procedural skills

• Professionalism
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Clinical evaluation

• Subjective but necessary

– Residents

– Faculty

•Weighted based on time spent

•Competency based evaluation

• Time sensitive
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Outcomes

• Student satisfaction

• Objective examination performance

• Clinical skills

• Residency performance

• Licensure and MOC
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Outcomes
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Graduate Survey
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Graduate Survey
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Curriculum Governance
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Important information

• Curriculum

– http://www.utoledo.edu/med/md/curriculum/index.html

• Evaluation

– https://meded.utoledo.edu

• COM Policies

– http://www.utoledo.edu/policies/academic/college_of_me
dicine/index.html
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Q & A

imran.ali@utoledo.edu
419.383.4458
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